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(e) Where an official exercises the
discretion in § 217.7 (d) or (e) of this
subpart to review a dismissal or appeal
decision, the discretionary review shall
be made on the existing appeal record
and the lower level Reviewing Officer’s
appeal decision. The record shall not be
reopened to accept additional submis-
sions from any source including the
Reviewing Officer whose appeal deci-
sion is being reviewed.

(f) The discretionary level Reviewing
Officer shall conclude the review with-
in 30 days of the date of the notice
issued to participants that the lower
decision will be reviewed, and shall
send a copy of the review decision to
all participants.

(g) If a discretionary review decision
is not issued by the end of the 30-day
review period, appellants and interve-
nors shall be deemed to have exhausted
their administrative remedies for pur-
poses of judicial review. In such case,
the participants shall be notified by
the discretionary level.

[54 FR 3357, Jan. 23, 1989; 54 FR 13807, Apr. 5,
1989, as amended at 54 FR 34510, Aug. 21, 1989;
55 FR 7896, Mar. 6, 1990; 58 FR 58916, Nov. 4,
1993]

§ 217.18 Policy in event of judicial pro-
ceedings.

It is the position of the Department
of Agriculture that any filing for Fed-
eral judicial review of a decision sub-
ject to review under this part is pre-
mature and inappropriate unless the
plaintiff has first sought to invoke and
exhaust the procedures available under
this part. This position may be waived
upon a written finding by the Chief.

§ 217.19 Applicability and effective
date.

(a) The appeal procedures established
in this part apply to all appealable de-
cision documents published on or after
February 6, 1991.

(b) Notices of appeal filed under 36
CFR 211.16, 36 CFR 211.18, 36 CFR 228.14,
and 36 CFR 292.15 prior to February 22,
1989 remain subject to those proce-
dures.

[54 FR 3357, Jan. 23, 1989, as amended at 56
FR 46550, Sept. 13, 1991]
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301.
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§ 219.1 Purpose and principles.
(a) The regulations in this subpart

set forth a process for developing,
adopting, and revising land and re-
source management plans for the Na-
tional Forest System as required by
the Forest and Rangeland Renewable
Resources Planning Act of 1974, as
amended (hereafter, RPA). These regu-
lations prescribe how land and resource
management planning is to be con-
ducted on National Forest System
lands. The resulting plans shall provide
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for multiple use and sustained yield of
goods and services from the National
Forest System in a way that maxi-
mizes long term net public benefits in
an environmentally sound manner.

(b) Plans guide all natural resource
management activities and establish
management standards and guidelines
for the National Forest System. They
determine resource management prac-
tices, levels of resource production and
management, and the availability and
suitability of lands for resource man-
agement. Regional and forest planning
will be based on the following prin-
ciples:

(1) Establishment of goals and objec-
tives for multiple-use and sustained-
yield management of renewable re-
sources without impairment of the pro-
ductivity of the land;

(2) Consideration of the relative val-
ues of all renewable resources, includ-
ing the relationship of nonrenewable
resources, such as minerals, to renew-
able resources;

(3) Recognition that the National
Forests are ecosystems and their man-
agement for goods and services re-
quires an awareness and consideration
of the interrelationships among plants,
animals, soil, water, air, and other en-
vironmental factors within such eco-
systems;

(4) Protection and, where appro-
priate, improvement of the quality of
renewable resources;

(5) Preservation of important his-
toric, cultural, and natural aspects of
our national heritage;

(6) Protection and preservation of the
inherent right of freedom of American
Indians to believe, express, and exer-
cise their traditional religions;

(7) Provision for the safe use and en-
joyment of the forest resources by the
public;

(8) Protection, through ecologically
compatible means, of all forest and
rangeland resources from depredations
by forest and rangeland pests;

(9) Coordination with the land and re-
source planning efforts of other Fed-
eral agencies, State and local govern-
ments, and Indian tribes;

(10) Use of a systematic, inter-
disciplinary approach to ensure coordi-
nation and integration of planning ac-
tivities for multiple-use management;

(11) Early and frequent public partici-
pation;

(12) Establishment of quantitative
and qualitative standards and guide-
lines for land and resource planning
and management;

(13) Management of National Forest
System lands in a manner that is sen-
sitive to economic efficiency; and

(14) Responsiveness to changing con-
ditions of land and other resources and
to changing social and economic de-
mands of the American people.

§ 219.2 Scope and applicability.
The regulations in this subpart apply

to the National Forest System, which
includes special areas, such as wilder-
ness, wild and scenic rivers, national
recreation areas, and national trails.
Whenever the special area authorities
require additional planning, the plan-
ning process under this subpart shall
be subject to those authorities.

(a) Unless inconsistent with special
area authorities, requirements for ad-
ditional planning for special areas
shall be met through plans required
under this subpart.

(b) If, in a particular case, special
area authorities require the prepara-
tion of a separate special area plan, the
direction in any such plan may be in-
corporated without modification in
plans prepared under this subpart.

§ 219.3 Definitions and terminology.
For purposes of this subpart the fol-

lowing terms, respectively, shall mean:
Allowable sale quantity: The quantity

of timber that may be sold from the
area of suitable land covered by the
forest plan for a time period specified
by the plan. This quantity is usually
expressed on an annual basis as the
‘‘average annual allowable sale quan-
tity.’’

Base sale schedule: A timber sale
schedule formulated on the basis that
the quantity of timber planned for sale
and harvest for any future decade is
equal to or greater than the planned
sale and harvest for the preceding dec-
ade, and this planned sale and harvest
for any decade is not greater than the
long-term sustained yield capacity.

Biological growth potential: The aver-
age net growth attainable in a fully
stocked natural forest stand.
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